
June 29, 2017


Rep. Brad Hill

24 Beacon Street

Room 128

Boston, MA 02133


Re: H2091/S373 - Automatic Voter Registration


Dear Rep. Hill,


We, the undersigned constituents, write in support of H2091-An Act automatically registering 
eligible voters and enhancing safeguards against fraud (Rep. Kocot) and S373 - An Act 
automatically registering eligible voters and enhancing safeguards against fraud (Sen. Creem), 
which provide for Automatic Voter Registration through designated government agencies. As 
citizens interested in promoting a fair, accessible, and participatory democracy, we strongly 
support passage of these critical pieces of legislation.


AVR takes meaningful strides to modernize voter registration. AVR shifts our voter registration 
system from man opt-in to an opt-out system, involving more citizens in the election process. It 
also costs less in the long run and makes voting rolls more accurate and secure. Under AVR, 
every eligible citizen who interacts with a voter registration agency (RMV) will be automatically 
registered to vote, unless they decline. The bills also require Massachusetts join the Electronic 
Registration Information Center (ERIC) to further improve the accuracy of our voting rolls.


Approximately 680,000 voters in Massachusetts are unregistered. As a modern democracy, we 
need to engage all eligible citizens in the election process, and AVR is a proven method of 
doing so. Eight states and the District of Columbia, have already passed automatic voter 
registration. Massachusetts should be next. According to the Washington Post, who analyzed 
Oregon's AVR data from the 2016 election, Oregon registered "over 270,000 new voters and 
more than 98,000 of them voted in the 2016 election. Oregon had a 4.1 percent increase in 
voter turnout in 2016, in part because of Automatic Voter Registration. ... We don't know yet 
whether Oregon's results represent automatic voter registration systems everywhere. If they 
do, then we can expect increased voter registration, resulting in an electorate that better 
represents U.S. citizens as a whole."


This legislation has the potential to engage thousands of new voters while safeguarding the 
security of the state’s elections processes and cutting down on costs. H2091/S373 feature 
many provisions that are considered best practices for enacting and implementing AVR and will 
position our state as a leader in election modernization and reform.


We urge you to support H2091/S373.


Sincerely,


Bambi Snodgrass

Freedom North Shore

Topsfield, MA


