
June 26, 2017

Senator Joan Lovely
24 Beacon Street
Room 413A
Boston. MA 02133

Re: S1821 - An Act Combating Climate Change/ H1726: An Act to Promote Green 
Infrastructure, Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and Promote Jobs

Dear Senator Lovely, 

We are  writing to express our support for S1821 - An Act Combating Climate Change 
and .H1726: An Act to Promote Green Infrastructure, Reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions, and 
Promote Jobs. These bills put a tax on dirty fuels that pollute the air, harm the environment and 
promote climate change. Because the cost of the damage is not included in the price of these 
energy sources, we continue to use these fuels unchecked. But by imposing a carbon tax based 
on usage, Massachusetts residents will naturally reduce usage over time, resulting in a 
reduction of CO2 and reducing our impact on climate change.

2016 was the hottest year on record, and it follows years of rising temperatures and increasingly 
unpredictable weather patterns. Although it may seem like there's little we can do individually, as 
a state we can make a difference.

Although this is a very small fee - which at the highest rate is equivalent to $0.36/gallon of gas - 
it is in fact a very big deal. It will allow Massachusetts to help individuals implement energy 
efficiency measures to reduce energy use, costs, and the production of greenhouse gases. It 
will go a long way toward achieving our energy goals as a state and reducing our impact on 
climate change.

The carbon tax structure outlined in S1821 is based on production of CO2. The less CO2 you 
produce, the lower your fees. As usage goes down, so do fees, and so does the production of 
carbon dioxide. The fees are not kept by the state, but are rebated to residents and employers.

S1821 will also reduce the amount of money that goes out of Massachusetts to import energy. 
This will result in more money staying in-state, translating into more jobs in the clean energy 
field. These are the jobs of the future, and we want to be at the forefront of the sustainable 
energy industry.

H1726 would help implement the Global Warming Solutions Act of 2008, which requires 
Massachusetts to reduce its carbon footprint by 25% by 2020 and 80% by 2050. Additionally 
H1726 states that 20% of the fees collected go into a Green Infrastructure Fund, that would 
serve to combat the impact of climate change, while also stimulating the green sector of the 
economy, resulting in job creation.

While these bills differ slightly in the implementation of the carbon tax, they each support the 
reduction of greenhouse emissions in a responsible and equitable way. Let’s use this 



opportunity to set be an example that other states can follow. Let’s show the world that we are 
doing the work that needs to be done, and that we take the Paris Agreement seriously.

Finally, S1821/H1726 do not put an unfair burden on the poor. By increasing the demand for 
sustainable energy/green energy solutions, these bills will help to create good paying jobs that 
will support Massachusetts residents, and develop an economy for the future.

Please support S1821/H1726 to help Massachusetts take positive steps to reduce our impact 
on the climate, and meet our commitment of 2008 to reduce our carbon footprint.

Sincerely,

Bambi Snodgrass
Freedom North Shore
Topsfield, MA 01983


