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WHY WE NEED S.295:  
 Every 8 minutes, child protective services substantiates—or finds evidence for—a claim 

of child sexual abuse.1  

 The Center for Disease Control (CDC) estimates that approximately 1 in 6 boys and 1 in 4 
girls are sexually abused before the age of 18.2  

 An estimated 90% of child sexual abuse victims know their abuser.3 

 Yet, researchers estimate only 38% of child victims report their abuse to a close friend, 
adult or authority – and even fewer cases are reported to child protective services.4 

 Employees at schools identify over half of all reported child abuse cases—more than any 
other profession or organizational type—yet two-thirds of teachers do not receive 
specific training in preventing, recognizing or responding to child sexual abuse.5 

 The effects of child sexual abuse can be long-lasting – victims are:  
o About 4 times more likely to develop symptoms of drug use 
o About 4 times more likely to experience PTSD as adults  
o About 3 times more likely to experience a major depressive episode as adults.6 
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WHAT S.295 DOES: 
 

 Mandates employees, contractors and volunteers in schools and youth serving 
organizations undergo annual instruction on the identification of, and response to, child 
sexual abuse. Training approved by DESE shall be eligible for credit towards continuing 
professional education requirements. 

 Mandates schools and youth-serving organizations provide age-appropriate instruction 
to help students and youth recognize and report boundary-violating behaviors and 
abuse. 

 Updates screening and hiring practices in schools and youth-serving organizations to 
better protect students and youth from predatory applicants.  

 Improves recommendation policies between schools by prohibiting schools that have 
let-go of a teacher, employee, or independent contractor due to allegations of sexual 
abuse from failing to report this to another potential youth-serving employer. This 
provision also strengthens liability protections for reporting schools.  

 Updates the authority of the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education to 
ensure the safety of students by improving DESE’s access to information during an 
investigation, providing DESE with subpoena power, and limiting the liability of those 
who report alleged wrongdoing to DESE.  

 Requires DESE to report allegations of wrongdoing to the National Association of State 
Directors of Teacher Education and Certification Clearinghouse to ensure that teachers 
and employees accused of wrongdoing are not able to escape detection by crossing 
state borders.  

 Expands the list of mandated reporters to include domestic violence workers, volunteer 
athletic coaches, professional athletic coaches, professional tutors, animal control or 
humane officers, commercial film or photo processors, and information technology 
repair or service personnel.  

 Improves the chain of reporting in schools and youth-serving organizations by requiring 
supervisors to confirm with initial reporters whether or not a report was filed with the 
Department of Children and Families. 

 Updates mandated reporter training policies by charging DESE with implementing and 
maintaining a free online training program to be completed by all mandated reporters.  

 Updating the violent crime compensation law to allow victims of child sexual abuse to 
claim up to three years after the connection is made between the abuse and the harm 
suffered, instead of three years after the abuse occurred.  

 Closes a current loophole in the Massachusetts age of consent law by civilly and 
criminally prohibiting teachers, employees, and contractors at any preK-12 school or 
youth-serving organization or agency from having sexual relations with a youth under 
the age of 19 who is under the employee or contractor’s authority.  

 Updates the Massachusetts statutory rape law to decriminalize consensual youth sexual 
activity with another youth of similar age.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact Senator Lovely’s office at (617) 722-1410 or 
joan.lovely@masenate.gov.  
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